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Amir has to grow up: Vijender

The Indian pugilist hopeful of having a shot at the world title in 2020

BOXING

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

His professional fight with
Amir Khan may still be un-
certain but the verbal blows
between the two seem un-
ceasing and on Thursday, it
was Vijender Singh’s turn.

At a felicitation function
here, the Indian, who won
his 11th professional boxing
bout on his US debut said he
was willing to fight any time
but first Amir had to ‘grow
up’. “I have repeatedly said I
am ready at any time,
anywhere. But he is picking
up kids as opponents. The
latest was Neeraj Goyat, who
is very talented but quite
young compared to me, but
that did not materialise be-
cause of Goyat’s injury. Let
him first stop playing around
with kids, then we can have
a bout of grown-ups,” Vijen-
der said.

Amir had earlier claimed
that Vijender was scared of
fighting him although any
such face-off is unlikely any
time soon given that they
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Amazing run: \ ijender Singh, who won his

fight in different weight cate-
gories. While Amir is a wel-
terweight boxer, Vijender
contests in super-middle-
weight. The Indian, though,
said both could work on
their weights and agree on a
mid point.

“He has done it before,”
Vijender said. Amir has only
once competed in the mid-
dleweight division before
where he was knocked out
by Mexican Canelo Alvarez

in the sixth round in 2016.

Impressive career

About his own targets, Vijen-
der said he was hopeful of
getting a shot at the world tit-
le in 2020 if things work out
in terms of competitions. He
knocked out Mike Snider in
four rounds in his US circuit
debut last Sunday for an im-
pressive 11-0 professional ca-
reer and holds the WBO
Oriental and the Asia Pacific

|
11th consecutive professional bout, addresses
the media with JK Lakshmi Cement Ltd.'s director Shailendra Chouksey. =p1i

Super-middle-weight titles.

“It was a long break and
both my team and I were get-
ting desperate for a fight. It’s
been more than a year since
1 last fought and we wanted
to get a bout in US anyhow.

“We plan to have two
more fights, one in October-
September and next around
January-February.

“ We are trying to work
around the venue and oppo-
nent,” he said.
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6 I am ready to fight with
Amir. He picked a junior
boxer to fight. Neeraj Goyat
is way junior to me. He ,

should stop fighting kids.
= VLIJENDER SINGH,

INDIAN PROFESSIONAL BOXER
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‘STOP

By Chetan Sharma in New Delhi

HILE A much-wanted bout
between the two star box-
ers is just limited to cus-
tomary verbal duels of pro-
fessional boxing, a face-off
between Vijender Singh
and Pakistan-origin Briton Amir Khan will

surely be a blockbuster in
India, and Pakistan as well.
So it is hard not to imagine
that the idea didn’t cross
mind of the two pugilists.

That’s why when Vijender, who
just extended his unbeaten run
to 11 with a debut win in USA,
learnt that his British counter-
part thinks that the Indian
poster boy is scared of him, retal-
iation was inevitable.

“Iamready to fight with Amir. He
picked a junior boxer to fight.
Neeraj Goyat is way junior to me. I
had said before and I am saying it
again I am ready to fight whenever
he tells me to. He should stop
fighting kids,” said the
fuming 33-year-old on
the sidelines of an
event organised by
Platinum Heavy
Duty Cement.

While Khan is a
welterweight boxer,
Vijender contests in
super-middleweight.
The Indian though
said the bout is still
possible as they just
need to work on their

weight to realise it.

“I can reduce my weight a little
and he can increase it and we can
agree on a mid point. He has done
it before,” Vijender said. Khan has
only once competed in the mid-

The
kid remark
fumes fellow pro
boxer Neeraj
Goyat, who
lambasts the
Olympic
medallist

dleweight division before, being
knocked out by Mexican Canelo
Alvarez in the sixth round in 2016.
Vijender’s statement, however,
has not gone down well with fel-
low Indian boxer Neeraj. Speak-
ing to MaIL Topay, Neeraj said
Vijender is no doubt his sen-
ior but he ‘should
respect’ everybody.
“I am his junior but
calling me kid is
funny. I am his sen-
ior in pro boxing.
And if he thinks
Amir is fighting
with kids then I
would suggest
Vijender, he should
have a fight with Vikas
Krishan since Vikas also
a professional boxer now.
Their fight will be very interesting.
But the question is can Vijender
challenge Viaks for a fight?”
quipped an angry Neeraj.
Vijender prevailed in his US
debut against Mike Snider with a

KIDDIN
AROUND

Vijender challenges British boxing
star Amir, asks him to grow up!

Technical Knockout.

Talking about his US debut and
the bout, Vijender said America is
the Mecca of boxing. “America is
so big, every opponent has some
strength. They say everything
starts and ends from the US. One
of the best boxers work there. I
had no idea about Mike before the
bout. On the last day, my coach
showed a video of his fight. Ear-
lier, I felt he is not such a good
boxer but when his first punch
connected me, I was shaken I felt
yes now I am in the league.”

The Haryana boxer also spoke
about starting his own Boxing
Club. “I want boxing to become
popular in the entire country so I
am going to start a ‘Boxing Club
by Vijender Singh’. The youth gets
easily distracted by drugs, crime
etc so I think this is the right way
to keep them on track. We will be
starting from Delhi where there
will be 150 boxers and we will
teach them the sport and provide
all the equipment,” Vijender said.

Before
challenging
Amir,Iwould
suggest Vijender
to take thering
against Vikas
Krishan first as
they both have
same weight
category. Calling
me kid is funny.
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= NEERAJ GOYAT,
/// ON BEING CALLED AKID
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I am ready for a bout,
Vijender tells Amir

NEW DELHI: “Stop fighting chil-
dren, I am ready for a bout] Indian
boxing ace Vijender Singh, fresh
from his 11th straight pro win, chal-
lenged British star Amir Khan here
on Thursday.

Khan, the British boxer of Paki-
stan origin, has expressed a desire
to lock horns with Olympic bronze-
medallist Vijender a number of times
but the bout has not materialised yet.

During the announcement of his
last bout, Khan had also claimed that
Vijender was scared of him. Replying
to his challenge, the Haryana-boxer
said it was Khan who picked juniors
to fight against. “I am ready to fight
with Amir. He picked a junior boxer
to fight. Neeraj Goyat is way junior to
me. I had said before and I am saying
it again I am ready to fight whenever
he tells me to. He should stop fight-
ing kids,” Vijender said on the side-
lines of a felicitation event organised
by Platinum Heavy Duty Cement. A
bout between the two prolific boxers
may, however, be along shot as Khan

competes in the welterweight category
(63.5 kg-66.7 kg) while Vijender con-
tests in the super middleweight divi-
sion (73 kg-76 kg) but the Indian was
quick to come up with a solution for
the problem. “I can reduce my weight
alittle and he can increase it and we
can agree on a mid point. He has done
it before”

Vijender, who is still unbeaten
in the professional arena, prevailed
in his US debut against Mike Snider
with a Technical Knockout to notch
his 11th consecutive victory in the cir-
cuit. Talking about his US debut and
the bout, Vijender said America is the
Mecca of boxing. “America is so big,
every opponent has some strength.
They say everything starts and ends
from the US. One of the best boxers
work there. I had no idea about Mike
before the bout. On the last day, my
coach showed a video of him and how
he fights. Earlier, I felt he is not sucha
good boxer but when his first punch
connected me, I was shaken I felt yes
now I am in the league” AGENCIES



